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2004  -  BOB JANE T-MARTS 1000

RUDOLPH SHOWS IMPRESSIVE FORM ON THE MOUNTAIN

DANE RUDOLPH the 18 year old 2004 Junior Development Driver for Anglo Australian Motorsport raced in the Formula Ford support category for the 2004 - Bob Jane T-Marts 1000 at Mount Panorama.

Dane showing the speed and skill which rewarded him with 3rd place in the NSW State Formula Ford Series in 2004,  set 5th fastest time in the first practise session in a field of 37 cars last Thursday at Bathurst driving the # 18 Van Dieman Stealth sponsored by SIME TYRES. 

Dane reflected upon his first experience on one of the world’s most challenging race circuits,  “I can’t imagine it getting much better than this”. 

During 2004 RUDOLPH has juggled HSC studies and the long-term goal of establishing himself as a professional racer.  He took another step along that road with a display of speed and maturity, coming to grips with one of the world’s most challenging race circuits.

The qualifying session later on Thursday in cooler conditions saw Dane slash his practice time by over a second and setting a time only 3 seconds off the outright lap record after completing only a handful of laps around Mount Panorama earlier in the day and claimed 7th fastest time in field of 37 entrants.

Race 1 on Friday saw Dane start from position 7, he passed two cars on the on the drop of the flag however was slipstreamed and lost two positions on the run up Mountain Straight.  A number of incidents occurred over the next 3 laps with the event being stopped due to safety issues.  Dane came home in sixth position at the end of lap 3.  

After his first race on the mountain and although shortened, Dane reflected by saying,  ‘12 months ago I was standing at Caltex Chase watching race cars on Mount Panorama and today I finished sixth in my first race at Mount Panorama, one year and one day after having completed my first test day in a Formula Ford with Anglo Australian Motorsport at Wakefield Park, Goulburn.   It demonstrates that you can achieve your highest goals if you have the commitment and the right team of people to help you along the road to success in your chosen endeavour, perhaps this year in the # 18 SIME TYRES car I have exceeded my own expectations’.  

Dane and Anglo race engineer, Shane HOWISON made minor adjustments to the # 18 SIME TYRES Formula Ford and took to the track early on Saturday morning for race 2.  

However fate was to be unkind to Dane on this day, during the roll-up lap around the mountain circuit looking to take the No. 6 grid position, some of the cars slowed at ‘Skyline’ unexpectedly, causing the 4th & 5th placed cars and Dane to take evasive action which caused a collision between two cars including Dane’s, the damage was sufficient to preclude Dane from taking the start.

Dane was philosophical about the collision,  “Myself and the other two drivers drove into skyline at 100km/h through the left hander, the concrete barrier makes the corner ‘blind’ and the cars at the front had slowed up for no particular reason and this caused the rest of us to collide.  I found myself out of action on the roll up lap.   Under race conditions a Formula Ford carries about 180km/h speed through the left hander onto Skyline and you accelerate to 192 km/h before braking into the downhill section towards the dipper.    I’d slowed down to about 50km/h and my left front wheel hit the right rear of the car in front but the damage to the # 18 SIME TYRES car was terminal.  I look forward to racing at Mount Panorama in October 2005.  

As the 2004 season draws to a close I wish to thank:  

Time Beale and the staff of Anglo Australian Motorsport, Junior Development Program and sponsor SIME TYRES. 

NSW Formula Ford SERIES SPONSOR, ‘Scooteria’, Motor Scooters, Sydney.

DANE RUDOLPH MOTORSPORTS

Neal THOMPSON, Smash Repairs,  Revesby.

SIMPSON Race Products,  Australia.

PRO-ALI Design, Welding and Fabrication at Gosford.

Laurie BURKE & Associates Registered Tax Agents & Accountants.

capebyron.com.au  (Spring Water & Coffee)

All competitors in the 2004 Scooteria NSW FORMULA FORD CHAMPIONSHIP.

Regards:

Dane
  # 18
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