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Drivers Report:


Dane Rudolph

Oran Park Practice 
-
23 July, 2004

Prior to this fourth round of the SCOOTERIA NSW Formula Ford Championship I enjoyed a test day at Oran Park with Tim BEALE, proprietor of Anglo Australian Motorsport and race engineer Shane HOWISON.  I feel much more confident in regard to chassis set up changes.

Round 4 – Oran Park,  24 – 25 July, 2004

‘SCOOTERIA’ – 2004  NSW Formula Ford Championship

Friday Practice.

Weather was fine, clear skies, temperature was cool.   Initially I found the car to be suffering some understeer in the faster corners.  In consultation with Shane we made adjustments to the front end and improved the handling throughout the day.   In early afternoon the track conditions deteriorated, dust was blowing 

onto the circuit and some cars dropped oil on the track, quite a lot of cars slid off the circuit due to the conditions.  

In the last two sessions as the track cooled Shane and I discussed some of the cars computer data and made some adjustments which improved the handling of the car considerably and I set my fastest lap times in those two sessions.  I felt confident in the dry weather set up we had achieved, I looked forward to qualifying on Saturday.

Saturday
-  Qualifying

Saturday was cloudy to start with and the air temperature was down from Friday.   Whilst sitting on the out grid it commenced to rain, intermittently.  But a few minutes before qualifying commenced the rain started, it wasn’t heavy but certainly saturated the track.   

I was in the leading group of cars and most cars were sliding around. Coming down the main straight my car was aquaplaning, but mostly just wheel spinning all around the circuit. I pitted and Shane made some adjustments and I went back out, but the set up was not ideal in the wet.  I qualified 10th in the first session.  

In consultation with my race engineer Shane HOWISON we decided to move to a wet set up and during the second qualifying session I improved 2.75 seconds and moved up two spots into 8th.  The changes were positive and I felt that the set up would be strong for a wet race.

Sunday
Race 1

The weather was overcast and warmer for the first race at 10.55am.  The track had dried.   Shane adjusted the chassis to suit the dry conditions and I made a great start from 10th and picked up one place on the start and another two places on lap 2.  I chased down Victorian Greg Woodrow over the next lap and set the fast lap of all drivers during the race.   I had moved onto the tail of Greg and was anticipating a good slip stream down the main straight, but this came to an end when arriving at the final turn I saw the yellow flags were out and John BEHRENS car was ‘in the wall’ and the pace car was on the circuit for two laps.  

I got a good restart and resisted pressure from Nathan ANTUNES into turn 1, I maintained pressure on Greg WOODROW, but as I was being held up slightly Nathan ANTUNES got a slipstream and overtook me on the last lap.  I finished 6th.   It was pleasing to set the fastest lap.  

Sunday    Race 2.

Shane, and I discussed the chassis performance in race one and decided to make a minor adjustment to the chassis to improve the rear end of the car for the dry track, the clouds had moved away and the air temperature had moved up.

 I started from position 6 on the outside and got a little too much wheelspin and dropped a place to Gary WATSON into turn 1, however due to a red flag accident, the race was halted and a restart from the original grid took place.

The 2nd start was like a rocket and I moved into 5th place.  The handling was still not what I needed, however,  I managed to avoid some carnage between some of the other drivers and continued to move forward and finished up in 2nd place.

I have concentrated on improving my starting procedure, this has paid off handsomely this weekend.   I have consolidated my 3rd place in the SCOOTERIA NSW Formula Ford Championship and moving closer to 2nd place held at this time by Greg WOODROW.  I’m really looking forward to round 5 at Wakefield Park.

Thanks to the NSW Formula Ford Association for the BBQ and video footage shown in Steve AUSTINS Pit Garage on Saturday afternoon, it was good to have all drivers and mechanics sharing a sausage sandwich.

I wish to thank:  

Anglo Australian Motorsport, Junior Development Programme and sponsor SIME Tyres for supplying a strong race car and race engineer Shane HOWISON for the 4th round.

Simpson Race Products, Australia and

‘Scooteria’, Motor Scooters, Sydney.

PRO-ALI Design, Welding and Fabrication at Gosford, my personal sponsors.
.
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Regards:

Dane
  # 18
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