Lowe grabs maiden 2005 podium for AAM at Oran Park:

By: Anglo Australian Motorsport

Anglo Australian Motorsport (AAM) Junior Development program driver Brad Lowe, has placed an impressive third overall in round three of the Pettaras Press NSW Formula Ford Championship at Oran Park Raceway last weekend (June 18 & 19).

In his owns terms, Lowe (# 41 Marshal Tyres Van Diemen Stealth) counts himself to be very lucky after damaging his second engine of the weekend during the third race. Whilst battling for a podium position with John Martin, Lowe missed a gear on the main straight, which consequently over revved the engine and bent the valves. 

“Yeah, I count myself very lucky indeed, not only because I managed to stay out on the track with a sick engine, but shortly after John (Martin) got past me, he pulled out of the race,” he said. “All in all it was a lucky weekend and one that has seen me gain some valuable championship points in the process.”

Lowe was quick out of the box in the opening practice session on Friday, but damaged the engine by missing a gear, which shortened the Friday practice.   

For the opening race Lowe got off to a bad start, which he was never able to recover from, placing fifth, which was a result he was less than pleased with. In the second race on Sunday, Lowe was able to fight his way back into the top three after getting by a rival on the last lap for third place.

Lowe’s team mate and fellow AAM Junior Development driver Luke Wood (# 17 Sime Tyres Van Diemen Stealth) was hampered by an engine gremlin for the first two races of the weekend, but by the third race the AAM team had resolved the issue which was believed to be electrical.

Wood managed to battle his way through the qualifying session and was 8th at the completion of the 15-minute session. In race one and two Wood struggled with the gremlin and found it tough playing the defensive game, which saw him score two 9th place finishes. After much diagnosis, the AAM team was confident they had overcome the problem, which was clearly evident when Wood recorded a solid fifth placing in the third race.

“My weekend started off pretty bad with the engine troubles,” admitted Wood. “By the end of the weekend the team had worked out the drama and we finished the round on a top note, which does the world of good for my confidence. The main area where I was being hampered with the engine troubles was bottom end speed and that saw me slow coming out of the corners.”

AAM team manager Tim Beale was fairly pleased with both his two driver’s performances considering the dramas that unfolded throughout the weekend.

“I’m pretty happy with the weekend results for both boys and Oran Park is one of the hardest tracks to learn,” he said. “We’re happy that we found that engine bug and now we will go back to the drawing board to analyze the weekend, and find out where we can improve on in time for the next round.”

The next appearance for the AAM team will see a return to Oran Park Raceway for the fourth round of the NSW Formula Ford Championship on July 30 & 31.
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